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A.   General Works

(Arranged chronologically by publication date)

IWW  Proceedings of the First Convention of the
Industrial Workers of the World 
New York: New York Labor News, 1905.  616 pages
Reprinted by Merit Publishers, New York, 1969.
Stenographic record of the founding Convention. Speeches by
Haywood, Fr. Hagerty, DeLeon, and others. Gives a good idea
of the thinking of the people who founded the IWW. 

Brissenden, Paul F.  The Launching of the Industrial Workers of the
World
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1913.  82 pages
Reprinted by Haskell House Publishers, New York, 1971.
Monograph on the founding of the IWW with emphasis on the
unions and radical groups which coalesced to that end.
Brissenden incorporated much of this material into his 1919
history of the IWW (see below).

Brooks, John Graham.  American Syndicalism: The IWW
New York: The Macmillan Co., 1913.  264 pages  Reprinted by
AMS Press, New York, 1969.
Popular description of the IWW for the general public recently
become aware of the Wobs. Proposes social reforms to steal the
thunder of the industrial unionists.

Ebert, Justus  The Trial of a New Society
Cleveland: IWW Publishing Bureau, [1913], illus.  160 pages
The first half is an account of the 1912 Lawrence strike and the
second half a description of the frame-up trial of Ettor,
Giovannitti, and Caruso and of the general strike that insued
their freedom. Ebert participated in or observed the events he
describes.
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Smith, Walker C.  The Everett Massacre: A History of Class
Struggle in the Lumber Industry
Chicago: IWW Publishing Bureau, [1917], illus. 302 pages
Describes the rise of the Timber Trust and the workers’ efforts
at self-defense as the background to the astonishingly brutal
reign of terror in Everett in 1916 and the wholesale murder of
IWW members attempting to exercise their right of free speech.

Brissenden, Paul F.  The IWW:  A Study of American Syndicalism
New York: Columbia University Press, 1919.  438 pages  2nd
edition, 1920. Reprinted by Russell & Russell, New York,
1957.
The pioneering work in IWW historiography. Describes in
detail the founding of the IWW and subsequent internal
struggles up to 1916/17 as well as the great organizing drives,
strikes, free-speech fights, etc. Tends to see events from the
point of view of the headquarters office rather than the rank-&-
file. Well written and generally sympathetic.

George, Harrison  The I.W.W. Trial: Story of the Greatest Trial in
Labor’s History by One of the Defendants
Chicago: IWW, [1919]. 208 pages  Reprinted by Arno Press,
New York, 1969.
The great 1918 Chicago IWW frame-up trial, told largely
through quotations from the trial transcript. Shows the
brilliance of Vanderveer’s defense and exposes the emptiness of
the government’s case. This book was circulated as part of the
class war prisoner defense effort.

Chaplin, Ralph  The Centralia Conspiracy
Seattle: IWW, 1920, illus.  80 pages  Reprinted by Work Place
Publishers, Austin, [1971].
Describes the 1919 events and conveys the full horror of the
attack on the Wobbly hall, the mutilation and lynching of
Wesley Everest, and the subsequent frame-up trial.

Gambs, John S.  The Decline of the IWW
New York: Columbia University Press, 1932.  268 pages
Reprinted by Russell & Russell, New York, 1966.
Attempts to bring Brissenden’s work up to 1931. Mechanical in
its analysis and superficial in its understanding of the subject.
Falls far short of Brissenden but still contains useful information
on the period.

2



Thompson, Fred  The IWW: Its First Fifty Years
Chicago: IWW, 1955.  203 pages
A chronicle-style general history. Presents the IWW’s
understanding of its past. A valuable addition to the literature.

Kornbluh, Joyce L.  Rebel Voices: An I.W.W. Anthology
Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1964, illus.  419
pages  Reprinted by Charles H. Kerr Co., Chicago, 1988 with
new introduction and essays.
Wonderful collection of IWW graphics, songs, journalism,
theory, poems, etc. with introductory material by Kornbluh.
Probably the best single book on the IWW. 

Foner, Phillip S.  History of the Labor Movement in the United
States - Volume 4: The Industrial Workers of the World,
1905-1917
New York: International Publishers, 1965.  608 pages
A good general history of the IWW to 1917, written from a
Communist perspective. Foner has found a wealth of
information by consulting contemporary newspapers as well as
the documentary sources. He repeatedly criticizes the IWW for
failure to participate in politics and other ‘errors’ and is often
sloppy in recording facts.

Renshaw, Patrick  The Wobblies: The Story of  Syndicalism in the
United States
Garden City: Doubleday, 1967, illus.  312 pages  Reprinted by
Ivan R. Dee, Publisher, Chicago, 1999.
A very readable popular history by British journalist Renshaw,
ending with WWI. Includes a 20-page postscript on IWW
activity outside the United States which most other historians
ignore.

Turner, Ian  Sydney’s Burning
Melbourne: William Heinemann Ltd., 1967, illus.  254 pages
2nd edition by Alpha Books, Sydney, 1969. 
History of the WWI arson frame-up of twelve prominent
Australian Wobblies. The 1916 Sydney show trial of ‘The
Twelve’ was the centerpiece of the government’s attack on the
IWW. Turner employs a clever organization; the material is
presented in the order in which it reached the contemporary
public.
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Tyler, Robert L.  Rebels of the Woods: The I.W.W. in the Pacific
Northwest
Eugene: University of Oregon Books, 1967.  230 pages
An area history which concentrates primarily on lumber
workers. Unremittingly hostile towards the IWW; portrays
members as primitive fanatics in the grip of a mass delusion.
The subject deserves a better treatment.

Conlin, Joseph R.  Bread and Roses, Too: Studies of the Wobblies
Westport: Greenwood Press, 1969.  165 pages
A collection of six essays by Conlin on various aspects of IWW
history. Tends to overintellectualize and tries to force events and
ideas into rigid and artificial categories. The chapters on
violence and the IWW and on the IWW/Socialist Party alliance
are worthwhile.

Dubofsky, Melvyn  We Shall Be All: A History of the Industrial
Workers of the World
Chicago: Quadrangle, 1969, illus.  557 pages  “2nd edition” by
University of Illinois Press, Urbana,1988.  Abridged edition,
Joseph A. McCartin, ed., University of Illinois, 2000. 
General history of the IWW which claims to be the standard
work on the subject. Flawed in that Dubofsky views history as
the work of ‘leaders’, the masses of workers being inert and, in
the case of Wobblies, in the grip of an enervating ‘culture of
poverty’.

Werstein, Irving  Pie In the Sky: An American Struggle, the
Wobblies and their Times
New York:  Delacorte Press, 1969, illus.  139 pages.
Nice little history written for young adults. The ‘leadership’ of
Bill Haywood becomes tiresome and distorts the book.

Musto, Renato  Gli IWW e il Movimento Operaio Americano
Naples: Thelme, 1975.
In Italian. Difficult to find in the U.S.

Scott, Jack  Plunderbund and Proletariat: A History of the IWW in
British Columbia
Vancouver, B.C.: New Star Books, 1975, illus.  169 pages
Stalinist journalistic account of organizing mostly in railroad
construction and lumbering. Well done but marked by Scott’s
usual anti-US bias.
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Thompson, Fred and Patrick Murfin  The IWW: Its First 70 Years
Chicago: IWW, 1975, illus.  238 pages
Reprint of Thompson’s great 1955 work with a supplementary
chapter by Murfin.

Bock, Gisela  Die Andere Arbeiterbewegung in den USA von 1905-
1922: Die Industrial Workers of the World
Munich: C Trikont Verlag, 1976, illus.  197 pages
History and description of the IWW which places the union in
the context of the general American labor movement. In
German. Contains many graphics not reproduced elsewhere.

Cahn, William  Lawrence 1912: The Bread and Roses Strike
New York: Pilgrim Press, 1977, illus.  240 pages
All photos with captions. Edited reprint of Cahn’s 1954 work
Mill Town (section C) which leaves out almost everything from
the earlier book not connected with the IWW strike. 

DeCaux, Len  The Living Spirit of the Wobblies
New York:  International Publishers, 1978.  156 pages
A retelling of the saga of the Wobblies. Very readable but
marred by the distortions to be expected from a Communist
account. DeCaux was a Wob during the 1920s.

Conlin, Joseph R., ed.  At the Point of Production: The Local
History of the IWW
Westport: Greenwood Press, 1981.  329 pages
A collection of essays by various historians on local IWW
activity - not really set at ‘the point’. Many of the events
covered are little known outside of these writings.

Foner, Phillip S., ed.  Fellow Workers and Friends: IWW Free
Speech Fights As Told By Participants
Westport: Greenwood Press, 1981.  242 pages
Excellent collection of descriptions of free speech fights, mostly
from newspaper accounts by participants.
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Bird, Stewart, Dan Georgakis, and Deborah Shaffer  Solidarity
Forever: An Oral History of the IWW
Chicago: Lake View Press, 1985, illus.  247 pages
Transcriptions of the interviews from which the film The
Wobblies was made featuring reminiscences by old-timers who
participated in the great struggles of the teens and twenties.
Contains much material left out of the movie but is marred by
errors in transcription. 

Portis, Larry  IWW et syndicalisme revolutionnaire aux Etats-Unis
Paris: Spartacus, 1985, illus.  150 pages
Complete description and history of the IWW which places the
union in the context of the larger American labor movement. In
French. 

Winters, Donald E., Jr.  The Soul of the Wobblies: The I.W.W.,
Religion, and American Culture in the Progressive Era,
1905-1917
Westport: Greenwood Press, 1985.  159 pages
A generally ridiculous book. Considers the relationship between
(Protestant) religion and the Wobblies on a variety of levels
which rarely come into sharp focus. Employs the jargon of
philosophy and sociology.

Wortman, Roy T.  From Syndicalism to Trade Unionism: The IWW
in Ohio, 1905-1950
New York: Garland Publishing, 1985, illus.  217 pages
Photo offset reprint of Wortman’s 1971 doctoral dissertation
covering organizing in rubber, coal, and in the Cleveland metal
shops plus government repression. Poorly written but
worthwhile for the chapters on Cleveland.

Miles, Dione  Something In Common: An IWW Bibliography
Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1986, illus.  560 pages
Exhaustive bibliography of the IWW by the archivist of the
Wobbly collection at Wayne State University library. Contains
sections on books, articles, dissertations, official documents,
fiction.
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Townsend, John Clendenin  Running the Gauntlet: Cultural Sources
of Violence Against the I.W.W.
New York: Garland Publishing, 1986.  341 pages
Photo-offset reproduction of Townsend’s sociology dissertation
which traces the roots of the boss class’ pathological violent
hatred for the IWW. Locates the source in the Wobs’ rejection
of bourgeois standards, particularly lack of respect for property. 

Zanjani, Sally and Guy Louis Rocha  The Ignoble Conspiracy:
Radicalism on Trial in Nevada
Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1986, illus.  209 pages
History of the murder frame-up of Morrie Preston and Joseph
Smith, IWW militants, during the Goldfield, Nev. organizing
campaign of 1906.

McClelland, John, Jr.  Wobbly War: The Centralia Story
Tacoma: Washington State Historical Society, 1987, illus.  256
pages
History of the Centralia events of 1919. Argues that the Wobs
should have announced their intention to defend the hall. Good
graphics.

Tripp, Anne Huber  The IWW and the Paterson Silk Strike of 1913
Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1987, illus.  317 pages
An academic history of the strike in which the reader catches
only the rarest of glimpses of the silk workers; discusses only the
doings of big shots. Lacks sympathy for the IWW’s
revolutionary purpose.

Golin, Steve  The Fragile
Bridge: Paterson Silk
Strike, 1913
Philadelphia: Temple
University Press, 1988,
illus.  305 pages
Sees the strike in terms of
strikers’ self-activity. The
“bridge” is the relationship
between workers and the
radical bohemians of
Greenwich Village.
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Salerno, Salvatore  Red November/Black November: Culture and
Community in the IWW
Albany: State University of New York Press, 1989, illus.  220
pages
A multi-faceted assessment of the IWW which posits a large
working- class revolutionary culture in which the union grew
and to which it contributed substantially. Locates the essence of
the union in its membership and their activities rather than in
offices and conventions. Salerno sees the creation of community
as the building of ‘the new society within the shell of the old.’

Leier, Mark  Where the Fraser River Flows: The IWW in British
Columbia
Vancouver, B.C.: New Star Books, 1990. 138 pages
In addition to offering a relatively brief history of the IWW’s
organizng efforts in coal mining, railroad construction, and
lumber in B.C., Leier engages other historians who have worked
with the same material in extensive and very worthwhile debate
and examines relations between the Wobblies on the one hand
and the local AF of L and the Socialist Party of Canada on the
other.

Cain, Frank  The Wobblies At War: A History of the IWW and the
Great War in Australia
Melbourne: Spectrum Publications, 1994, illus.  300 pages
General history of the IWW in Australia with emphasis on
successful IWW opposition to WWI conscription and
subsequent government persecution. The first chapter on IWW
theory and program is pure buncombe, the rest pretty good.

Burgmann, Verity  Revolutionary Industrial Unionism: The
Industrial Workers of the World in Australia
Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 1995, illus.  346 pages
Complete history and description of the Australian IWW.
Arranged by topic rather than chronologically. The best book
on the subject; should remain the standard work.

Salerno, Salvatore, ed.  Direct Action & Sabotage: Three Classic
IWW Pamphlets from the 1910s
Chicago: Charles H. Kerr, 1997, illus.  121 pages
Facsimile reprints of three pamphlets by Elizabeth Gurley
Flynn, Walker C. Smith, and William E. Trautman on the
history and application of tactics designed to hit the boss in the
pocketbook.  8



Sellars, Nigel Anthony  Oil, Wheat & Wobblies: The Industrial
Workers of the World in Oklahoma, 1905-1930
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1998.  298 pages
Very good history of the IWW in Oklahoma which mostly
involved organizing migratory harvest stiffs and oilfield workers.
Sellars has a good grasp of what the Wobs were trying to
accomplish and is one of the few historians to discuss the
union's post-WWI resurgence. 

Hanson, Rob e., ed.  With Drops of Blood; The History of the
Industrial Workers  of the World: Department of Justice
Investigative Files
Bigfork, Mont.: Signature Press, [1999].  272 pages
A compendium of documents relating to the U.S. government’s
efforts to persecute the IWW, 1912-1923. Much of the
treatment of this subject in the history books is based upon
these documents. Includes some editorial notes by Hanson.

Silvano, John, ed.  Nothing In Common: An Oral History of IWW
Strikes, 1971-1992
Cedar Rapids, Iowa: Cedar Publishing, 1999.  93 pages
Written to disprove the contention that contemporary Wobblies
do not do anything; consists of a survey by Silvano of IWW
organizing activities during the period covered plus eight
accounts of organizing campaigns by the organizers who worked
on them.

Hall, Greg  Harvest Wobblies: The Industrial Workers of the World
and Agricultural Laborers in the American West, 1905-1930
Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 2001, illus.  279 pages
History of the period when the IWW aimed for and, in places,
achieved job control in the agricultural fields of North America.
Hall is particularly interested in the migrant worker culture of
the itinerant farmworkers and the consequences of that
attachment.
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Buhle, Paul and Nicole Schulman, eds.  Wobblies! A Graphic History
of the Industrial Workers of the World
London, New York: Verso, 2005, illus.   305 pages
Cartoon portrayals of events from IWW history, IWW themes
and personalities by a great variety of artists. Issued on the
occasion of the IWW’s centennial. Includes text by the editors
introducing the graphic material.

Watson, Bruce  Bread and Roses: Mills, Migrants, and the Struggle
for the American Dream
New York: Viking, 2005, illus.  337 pages
Journalistic history of the 1912 IWW Lawrence Strike. Has
more sympathy for the millworkers than for their union.
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B. Biographical Works
(arranged by subject)

Fry, E. C., ed.  Tom Barker and the IWW
Canberra: Australian Society for the Study of
Labour History, 1965. 39 pages  Reprinted as a
pamphlet by IWW, Brisbane, 1999.
Oral memoir recorded when Barker was elderly and living in
London. As editor, organizer, and agitator he had been a key
figure in the rise of the Australian IWW 1912-1917 and his
arrest in 1916 signaled the opening of the government assault
on the union.

Chaplin, Ralph  Wobbly: The Rough and Tumble Story of an
American Radical
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1948, illus.  435 pages
Memoir of IWW journalist, publicist, artist, poet, and
songwriter who was at the center of IWW activity from the
teens through the thirties. Chaplin’s understanding of his
Wobbly years is distorted by the anti-Communism of his later
life.

Rosen, Ellen Doree  A Wobbly Life: IWW Organizer E. F. Doree
Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 2004, illus.  256 pages
A life of prominent IWW organizer Doree in the 1910s and 20s
by his daughter drawn largely from correspondence in the
family’s possession. She uses the sparse documentation on
Doree’s life and work, much of it correspondence from prison,
to create a portrait of a courageous and effective organizer and
family member. The story is marked by sadness caused by
personal loss and unjust imprisonment

Baxandall, Rosalyn Fraad  Words on Fire: The Life and Writing of
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn
New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1987, illus.  302
pages
Baxandall’s 72- page introduction gives her assessment of
Flynn’s life as well as a sketchy biography. The balance of the
book consists of speeches, articles, correspondence, and poems
by Flynn, including eight pieces from her Wobbly days.
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Camp, Helen C.  Iron In Her Soul: Elizabeth Gurley Flynn and the
American Left
Pullman: Washington State University Press, 1995, illus.  396
pages
Gurley Flynn biography covering both her years as an IWW
organizer and her career as a Communist Party luminary.

Flynn, Elizabeth Gurley  I Speak My Own Piece
New York: Masses and Mainstream, 1955, illus.  326 pages.
“Revised edition” published as The Rebel Girl by International
Publishers, New York, 1973.
Gurley Flynn’s memoir of her years as an IWW organizer
refracted through her Stalinist viewpoint of later life. Describes
her work in Spokane, Lawrence, Paterson, the Mesabi, etc.

_____ Memories of the IWW
New York: American Institute for Marxist Studies, 1977.  40
pages
Transcription of a talk given by Flynn to a college audience in
1962.

Archer, Jules  Strikes, Bombs & Bullets: Big Bill Haywood and the
IWW
New York: Julian Messner, 1972.  184 pages
Haywood bio for young adults emphasizing violence, especially
during Haywood’s WFM days. An uncritical reader could easily
conclude that Haywood was a brutal thug who flourished in a
society of brutal thugs. Contains many errors of fact.

Carlson, Peter  Roughneck: The Life and Times of Big Bill
Haywood
New York: WW Norton, 1983.  352 pages
Excellent and thorough.  As well-rounded a portrait of
Haywood as we are ever likely to see. All biography should be
written like this.

Conlin, Joseph R.  Big Bill Haywood and the Radical Union
Movement
Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1969, illus.  244 pages
Haywood biography which presents its subject as primarily a
practical unionist and skilled administrator.
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Dubofsky, Melvyn  ‘Big Bill’ Haywood
Manchester: University of Manchester Press, 1987.  184 pages
A brief biography in which Dubofsky searches for anomaly and
enigma in Haywood’s life. Not particularly sympathetic to its
subject; written for a British audience.

Haywood, William D.  Bill Haywood’s Book: The Autobiography of
William D. Haywood
New York: International Publishers., 1929.  368 pages
Memoir of the man who chaired the founding convention and
later served as General Organizer and General Secretary-
Treasurer, the Wobbly best known to the general public. Mostly
authentic but some parts were obviously re-written by the
NKVD.

Foner, Phillip S. The Case of Joe Hill
New York, International Publishers, 1965.  127 pages.
The story of Hill’s murder case from his arrest and frame-up as
an obscure hobo through his frame-up and execution as a
famous radical songwriter. The trial and appeals process are
shown to have been a farce.

Foner, Phillip S., ed.  The Letters of Joe Hill
New York: Oak Publications, 1965, illus.  96 pages
The prison letters of Joe Hill plus some song lyrics and
graphics. 

Nerman, Ture  Joe Hill: Mordare eller martyr
Stockholm: Federativs Forlg, 1951.
The story of Hill’s 1915 murder frame-up trial. In Swedish.

Rosemont, Franklin  Joe Hill: The IWW & the Making of a
Revolutionary Workingclass Counterculture
Chicago: Charles H. Kerr, 2003, illus.  639 pages
Rosemont employs his encyclopedic knowledge of all things
Wobbly to explore all the ramifications of Hill’s life and career.
The result is a treasury of IWW history, lore, and sensibility.
One of the best books on the union and on Joe Hill.

Smith, Gibbs M.  Joe Hill
Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1969, illus.  286 pages
A complete biography. Smith has apparently found every  bit of
information that exists on Joe Hill. Good graphics.
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Söderström, Ingvar Joe Hill: Diktare och agitator
Stockholm: Bokförlaget Prisma, 1970, second edition, 2002.
Hill biography; in Swedish.

McGuckin, Henry E.  Memoirs of a Wobbly
Chicago: Charles H. Kerr, 1987, illus.  94 pages
Short memoir of an IWW militant during the teens. McGuckin
was active in Paterson and Akron and was a founder of the
Agricultural Workers Organization. He chose not to participate
in the frame-up trials of 1917-18.

Dave Roediger, ed.  Fellow Worker: The Life of Fred Thompson
Chicago: Charles H. Kerr, 1993, illus.  93 pages
Autobiographical material culled from a variety of sources by an
IWW militant who always refused to write an autobiography.
Thompson was active in the IWW from the 20s through the
80s during which time he occupied every position a Wobbly
could hold. Necessarily uneven but always interesting.
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C. Miscellaneous Works With Some Bearing
on the IWW

Altenbough, Richard J.  Education for Struggle: The
American Labor Colleges of the 1920s and 1930s
Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1990.  339
pages
Study of the IWW’s Work Peoples College along with
Brookwood Labor College and Commonwealth College. Not
terribly sympathetic to the IWW but contains much useful
information on the school.

Anderson, Nels  The Hobo: The Sociology of the Homeless Man
Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1923, illus.  296 pages
Genuine hobo-turned-sociology professor Anderson gives a
grim view of what the life of a hobo was  like; examines the
connection between itinerant workers and the IWW.

Bruns, Roger A.  Knights of the Road: A Hobo History
New York: Methuen, 1980, illus.  214 pages
A modern  account of the hobos who flourished from the mid-
19th Century into the 1930s; includes a chapter on the efforts
of the migrant workers to organize through the IWW.

Byrkit, James W.  Forging the Copper Collar: Arizona’s Labor-
Management War of 1901-1921
Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1982, illus.  435 pages
A local history which centers on the Bisbee Deportation of
1917. Argues that the deportation of the striking IWW copper
miners marked the end of Arizona democracy and the
enthronement of the copper corporation plutocracy which has
persisted down to the present. Despite this, Byrkit is
unsympathetic towards the IWW; sees it as a boss tool!

Byrnes Mike and Les Rickey The Truth About the Lynching of
Frank Little
Butte: Old Butte Publishing, 2003, illus.  126 pages
IWW organizer Frank Little was murdered by gun thugs of the
Anaconda Copper Mining Company in August 1917 during a
protracted struggle between the miners and the company.
Amateur local historians Byrnes and Rickey recreate the story.
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Cahn, Bill  Mill Town
New York: Cameron & Kahn, 1954, illus.  286 pages
A pictorial history of the Lawrence, Mass. textile industry, about
three-quarters concerning the 1912 IWW strike and the rest
being an abbreviated Communist history of class struggle.

Cameron, Ardis  Radicals of the Worst Sort: Laboring  Women in
Lawrence, Mass. 1860-1912
Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1993, illus.  229 pages
Good solid feminist history of Lawrence working women with
extensive material on the 1912 IWW strike.

Cannon, James P.  James P. Cannon and the Early Years of American
Communism: Selected Writings and Speeches 1920-1928
New York: Prometheus Research Library, 1992, illus.  624 pages
Cannon had been an active Wob from 1912 until 1919 when
he joined the Communist movement. He was active in the
efforts of the Communists to penetrate and eventually liquidate
the IWW and many of his early writings illuminate this
ultimately unsuccessful endeavor.

Caulfield, Norman  Mexican Workers and the State: From the
Porfiriato to NAFTA
Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1998, illus.  180
pages
Includes descriptions of IWW organizing in oil, metal mining,
and textiles from 1905 into the mid 20’s. Places the Wobblies in
a ‘syndicalist movement’ along with the Casa del Obrero
Mundial, the CGT, and the PLM which was opposed by
successive governments and the collaborationist unions they
sponsored.

Clark, Norman H.  Mill Town: A Social History of Everett,
Washington, from Its Earliest Beginnings on the Shores of
Puget Sound to the Tragic and Infamous Event Known as
the Everett Massacre
Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1970, illus.  267 pages
History of Everett which shows the mill owners’ lust for profits
and dominance resulting in the wholesale murder of Wobblies
determined to uphold their right to organize and speak.
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Connolly, James [Owen Dudley Edwards and Bernard Ransom, eds.]
Selected Political Writings
New York: Grove Press, 1974.  382 pages
Contains some writings from Connolly’s IWW and syndicalist
days including the classic Old Wine in New Bottles.

Copeland, Tom  The Centralia Tragedy of 1919: Elmer Smith and
the Wobblies
Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1993, illus.  233 pages
Biography of the extraordinarily courageous lawyer Smith who
advised the Centralia, Wash. Wobblies in 1919 and ended up
being tried for murder along with them. Upon his acquittal he
devoted the remainder of his life to working for the freedom of
his imprisoned co-defendants. Smith became an ardent IWW
supporter through these experiences.

DeCaux, Len  Labor Radical: From the Wobblies to CIO, a
Personal History
Boston: Beacon Press, 1970.  557 pages
Labor journalist and publicist DeCaux hoboed around the west
and edited IWW publications before moving on to become a
prominent Communist and CIO fakir.

Delaney, Ed. and M. T. Rice  The Bloodstained Trail: A History of
Militant Labor in the United States

Seattle: The Industrial Worker, 1927.  172 pages
Written by two IWW piecards to educate contemporary
workers to the background of the Sacco and Vanzetti executions
of that year. Details repression of labor from the Molly
Maguires to the Columbine Massacre.

DeShazo, Peter  Urban Workers and Labor Unions in Chile, 
1902-1927
Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1983.  351 pages
Between 1918 and 1927 the IWW organized waterfront,
construction, and factory workers and was a major factor in the
militant Chilean labor movement. DeShazo employees an
institutional approach with the workers never coming into focus.

Dolgoff, Sam  Fragments: A Memoir
London: Refract Publications, 1986.  200 pages
Memoir of longtime IWW and anarchist militant, from the 20s
to the 80s. Dolgoff often represented the IWW from a soapbox.
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Dowell, Eldridge Foster  A History of Criminal Syndicalism
Legislation in the United States
Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press, 1939.  176 pages
A history of the laws drafted specifically to persecute the IWW.
Dowell puts the blame for these laws squarely where it belongs,
on the boss class. Written from a civil-libertarian viewpoint.

Engstrom, Emil  The Vanishing Logger
New York: Vantage Press, 1956.  135 pages
Memoir of a Wobbly rank-and-filer working in the Pacific
Northwest woods, 1903-46. Describes the IWW lumberjack’s
life from the victorious days of 1917-18 to the decline of
industrial unionism with the arrival of the piecework system
and the flivver-riding home guards of the 1920s.

Evans, Raymond  The Red Flag Riots: A Study of Intolerance
Brisbane: University of Queensland Press, 1988, illus.  252
pages
A study of the post-WWI vigilante and police attacks on
Wobblies and Russian immigrant workers in Brisbane. The
IWW remained active in Queensland after being suppressed in
the rest of Australia.

Feied, Frederick  No Pie In the Sky:  The Hobo As American
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18



Gallagher, Dorothy  All the Right Enemies: The Life and Murder of
Carlo Tresca
New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1988, illus. 321
pages
Biography of anarcho-syndicalist agitator, editor and orator who
organized extensively for the IWW: Lawrence, Paterson,
Mesabi, etc. The book examines at length the circumstances of
Tresca’s assassination in 1943.

Goldberg, David J.  A Tale of Three Cities:  Labor Organization and
Protest in Paterson, Passaic, and Lawrence, 1916-1921.
New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1989.  276 pages
A history of the Amalgamated Textile Workers organizing
campaigns and strikes of 1919; includes extensive material on
earlier IWW activity in the three cities. Strong on the ethnic
dimension of textile worker organizing.

Greaves, C. Desmond  The Life and Times of James Connolly
London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1961.  448 pages
Biography of the great Irish republican socialist and syndicalist
who organized for the IWW while living in the US. Connolly
played a major role in ridding the union of DeLeon.

Green, Archie, ed.  Songs About Work: Essays in Occupational
Culture for Richard A. Reuss
Bloomington: Folklore Institute, Indiana University, 1993, illus.
360 pages
Labor folklore essays by a variety of authors, four of which have
IWW-related themes. The essays vary in quality and focus.

Green, Archie  Wobblies, Pile Butts, and Other Heroes: Laborlore
Explorations
Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1993, illus.  506 pages
Collection of Green’s labor folklore essays which includes a
fascinating chapter on the origin of the name ‘Wobbly’ and one
on the genesis of the Alfred Hayes/Earl Robinson song ‘Joe Hill’
(“the Stalinist ‘Joe Hill’”).

Green, Martin  New York 1913:  The Armory Show and The
Paterson Strike Pageant
New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1988, illus.  311 pages.
Modern art, revolutionary industrial unionism, and the radical
Greenwich Village bohemians.

19



Gutfeld, Arnon  Montana’s Agony: Years of War and Hysteria, 1917-
1921
Gainesville: University Presses of Florida, 1979.   174 pages
Chronicles the ultimately unsuccessful efforts of copper miners
and other citizens of Montana to oppose the domination of the
state by the Anaconda Copper company. The IWW was deeply
involved in these events, particularly in organizing hard rock
miners and smeltermen after Anaconda had reduced the AF of
L in Butte to the status of a company union.

Hall, Covington [David R. Roediger, ed.]  Labor Struggles in the
Deep South and Other Writings
Chicago: Charles H. Kerr, 1999, illus.  262 pages
History of labor in Louisiana and surrounding districts.
Emphasizes the IWW struggles on the New Orleans waterfront
(1907-1913) and the BTW’s Louisiana Lumber War (1910-
1913) in both of which Hall was deeply involved as organizer
and publicist. A 33-page selection of Hall’s articles and poems is
appended.

Hardy, George  Those Stormy Years: Memories of the Fight For
Freedom on Five Continents
London: Lawrence & Wishart, 1956, illus.  256 pages
Memoir of Wobbly rank-&-filer who rose to become General
Secretary-Treasurer in 1921. He then moved on to be an active
Communist. Hardy traveled extensively and jumped right into
the class struggle wherever he went.

Hawley, Lowell S. and Ralph Bushnell Potts  Counsel for the
Damned: A Biography of George Francis Vanderveer
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott, 1953.  320 pages
Mediocre biography of IWW lawyer Vanderveer based on very
limited research. Vanderveer defended the Wobblies at Everett
and Centralia and in the great 1918 show trial in Chicago. 

Higbie, Frank Tobias  Indispensable Outcasts: Hobo Workers and
Community in the American Midwest, 1880-1930
Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2003, illus.  255 pages
Intelligent study which argues that the itinerant workers sought
to influence the labor market they operated in and to assert their
humanity and ‘manhood’ through organizing into the IWW.
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APPENDIX
The IWW in Fiction

The following books each have some connection with the
IWW. In some the IWW or some aspect of it is the work’s major focus,
in others the Wobbly theme is smaller. A few of them are great works
of literature; others are nearly unreadable; most fall in between. The
IWW is treated positively and fairly in some; in others the treatment is
mendacious, vicious, and ignorant. Many of them vary between being
difficult and impossible to find; some have been reprinted.
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Afterword

Around 1995 a friend and fellow IWW member
who belongs to the Socialist Party told me that a
comrade of his in the mid-west wanted to read
about the Wobblies and wondered what was available. I told him
that I would send her a bibliography with comments, figuring that
this would take 45 minutes or so. I underestimated by a couple of
weeks.

The results were sufficiently to my liking that I figured I would
work it up some more, making it inclusive and refining the
annotations. This had the beneficial effect of making me re-read
books that I had not looked at for decades and run down others
that I had never read previously. It was particularly interesting
finding the novels listed in the Appendix, many of them being
works of exceeding obscurity. 

My intention in putting this bibliography out is both to help
people locate this literature and to present an industrial unionist
understanding of this in contradistinction to what we get from
bourgeois and establishmentarian writers who are incapable of
understanding what the IWW had proposed to do and who have all
kinds of peculiar axes to grind.

I hope that sections A and B are complete although I’ve been fooled
before. I’m sure that there is material that could be added to C and
D and to the Appendix. If anyone reading this knows of anything
or has any other comments, I’d like to hear from you. I can be
reached c/o the Boston IWW Branch.

Thanks to Fellow Workers Nancy and David Kellerman whose help
allowed me to work around my total ignorance of computers
sufficiently to record this stuff; to Fellow Worker Steve Ongerth for
several helpful suggestions; to Gary Boyer for leads on many of the
novels; to Fellow Workers Alexis Buss, Jon Bekken, and Nancy
Kellerman for the final layout; and to MariAlice Wade of the
Waltham, Mass. Public Library for procuring many hard-to-find
items.

- Steve Kellerman
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Remember
WE’RE IN HERE FOR YOU

YOU’RE OUT THERE FOR US





Since this bibliography’s completion the following books have
appeared:

Thompson, Fred W. and Jon Bekken  The Industrial Workers of the
World: Its First 100 Years Cincinnati: IWW, 2006

Cole, Peter, ed.  Ben Fletcher: The Life and Times of a Black
Wobbly Chicago: Charles H. Kerr 2007

Green, Archie, et al, eds.   The Big Red Songbook: 250-Plus IWW
Songs! Chicago: Charles H. Kerr 2007

 


