
 

Kenneth Miller 
Pittsburgh Anti Sweatshop Community Alliance 
Azania Heritage International @ TMC 

5125 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15224 
Phone 412-241-1339 

nosweatshopsbucco@yahoo.com

March 23, 2006 
  
Dominic J Costa, Chief of Police 
1203 Western Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233 
Phone 412-323-7814 
Fax 412-323-7820 
  
Chief Costa, 
  
The Pittsburgh Anti Sweatshop Community Alliance is planning a large demonstration to take 
place on Roberto Clemente Bridge and around PNC Park before, during and after the July 11 
Major League All Star Game.  We are planning on approximately 5,000 Pittsburghers and 
several bus loads of workers from Camden Yards, amongst other places to join us, demanding 
that the Pittsburgh Pirates Baseball Club publicly request that MLB lock its apparel licensing 
agreements into the factories where the apparel is being sewn now, what we call the “2006 
ALL STAR MULIT FIBER FREEZE.”  It is very possible that the Pittsburgh Pirates Baseball 
Club will agree to this before the All Star Game, in which case our demonstration will 
become celebration – this is the Civil Rights Bridge from PNC Park to the floor of the global 
sweatshop.  
  
As a co-founder for the Pittsburgh Anti Sweatshop Community Alliance and someone who 
spent many game days standing next to the Roberto Clemente statue talking to Pirate Fans 
about sweatshops, no one is more concerned for the safety of everyone at PNC Park than I 
am.  I do not believe that we need a permit for the Major League All Star demonstration and 
that the rules and regulations spelled out in the federal consent decree between me, Joel 
Woller, Michelle Gaffey and Kevin Maley (the plaintiffs) and the City of Pittsburgh is 
adequate for our needs (4/9/02).  Please inform us at the earliest possible opportunity if you 
have any reason to believe that any aspect of this Federal Consent Agreement could be 
changed or suspended in anyway on or before July 11, 2006. 
  
Please also be advised that “Flying Squads” will be active throughout the city in the days 
immediately leading up to the Major League All Star Game in front of restaurants and hotels 
with leaflets and signs.  We also plan to leaflet on the sidewalk underneath the David L 
Laurence Convention Center.  There is some confusion on the part of the Convention Center 
management team as to whether this sidewalk area is indeed a public sidewalk where our free 
speech rights and non commercial solicitation rights are in full effect.      
  



Finally, members of Pittsburgher’s waterfront and non-motor boating community have 
expressed interest in launching a Pirate Sweatshop Armada from the Waterfront Feature of 
the David L Laurence Convention Center and paddle across the Allegheny River to PNC Park 
during the Major League All Star Game.  I will be taking this up with members of the David 
L Laurence Convention Center team, who I suspect will be delighted with positive attention 
the Convention Center will receive and members of the River Front Safety Task Force who 
will probably want to provide some sort of a river escort for the Pirate Sweatshop Armada.  
Members of the Pirate Sweatshop Armada will need to assemble their boats and safety gear 
somewhere near the Convention Center’s Waterfront Feature and I suspect we need a permit 
for such a staging area.   
  
Thank you for your attention to all of the security, permit and free speech issues that will arise 
in the context of the 2006 All Star Game at PNC Park.  As a primary organizer, I will make 
myself available to work with you.   
  
Pittsburgh is an important place in the history of the world.  We have a history of labor 
struggle and free speech struggle that we need to embrace during this period of time.  A 
message of solidarity to workers in the global apparel industry is the message that is going to 
come out of Pittsburgh in the context of the 2006 All Star Game.  This is a message we can all 
be truly proud of.  It is certainly the hope of PASCA members that by standing up with people 
in other parts of the world we will learn to more effectively stand up for ourselves.   
 
Given that there are no written guidelines for police conduct at demonstrations, the increased 
surveillance of protest groups, the past violations of free speech rights around PNC Park and 
Point State Park, and the media’s obsessive reporting about terrorism around sporting 
facilities, we have every reason to be concerned that there will be attempts to block our access 
to people attending the All Star Game.  For these reasons we are requesting the assistance of 
the ACLU during the period leading up to the All Star Game and the Citizen Police Review 
Board’s presence on game day.  We have already publicly stated that Civil Disobedience is a 
possibility.  Experts like Dennis Brutus of the University of Pittsburgh will train us in 
peaceful Civil Disobedience.  Each individual that chooses to participate in Civil 
Disobedience will do so intentionally and accept responsibility for their actions.  Many more 
people attending our demonstration will not choose not to participate in Civil Disobedience 
and risk arrest.  Please understand that we share your concern for the safety of everyone at 
PNC Park and that we look forward to a thoughtful interaction with the police on game day.  
Together, we will part of a message of global peace and solidarity.  This will be the message 
coming from PNC Park during the 2006 All Star Game.  No one should expect less from the 
people of Pittsburgh.   
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
Kenneth Miller 
  
Cc:      Elizabeth Pittinger, Citizen Police Review Board 
           ����������	
��, Pittsburgh Chapter of the ACLU 
 Pittsburgh City Council 
 Pittsburgh Sports and Exhibition Authority 


